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thou muſt rewember , that 1 
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ou wore ſernple of Latine = 
chen Engliſh © in the mtane time 1 dare promiſe nomore then 
that 1 thinke is « familiar to them as Englſh, = ſuch Engliſh 
as they onderfiand ; for ſome Engliſh & Hebrew to the wal. 
gar (ort. If thow take exception further atmy naked margent, 
becauſe it ts ſo emptic of human Authors, 1pray thee be ſatisfied 
with this anſwer: Firſt, owr Auditors in theſe parts are content 
z0 take Gods bare word , without any further band or teſftims- 
ny. Secondly, I cannat diſcharge my ſelfe (1 mage not others 
that ſe it ) of pride and ambition , if 1/hould be quoting: for 
all that know the ſmalneſſe of my landing , weakeneſſe of my 
body , greatnefſe of imployment, in a place ondertaken with as 
m.ch feare and onwillingneſſe ," as it is vndergone with paine 
and beaxineſſe, doe well knov that my reading cannat be great; 
«n1 my.owne {oule knowes , that there can be nothin to worke 
neo thy practiſe ( tn go ) wnlefſe 1 would bee ambi- 
tiows : for to whatend ſhould 1tell pore people of Fathers and 
Hiſtorians? .what ſhould moge me toit , when 1know before 
hand, they will thinke nexer the better of me., nor of my doc- 
trine, for ſo doing? (oerb.gra.). In ſpeaking of 1obs children . 
in the firſt point, Tallude to 4 place in Chryſoſtome. :- 10 what 
end ſhould 1 amazt them with his name and bis homily, 4d Pop. - 
Amiech.? Jn another place ſpeaking of ſrnne ix the godly a 
Lonem, 1 remembyed Auſlins I about that raatter.-. In 
ſpeaking of Popes , I thonght of Polydore Virgils note in that 
behalfe 2 and thebringing.in of Dauid ſpeaking to his ſome, 
put meinmind of Caeſars patheticall ſpeech to Bratus, wal os 
Tixvor 24nd the. very mention. of Abſaloms rockie heart , not 
yeelding, brought tomy.remembrance Hanzihals pradziſewith - 
the rockes ts makethem giae place, Now, (1pray you)bad Inet 
fittle to dee, if 1 ſhould thruſt all theſe into a Sermon? if 1 : 
ſhould doe ſo tn-ſuch an Auditory, would not my heart ſay, 
Now thrsſeekeſt thy ſelfſe? wha others dee, 1 know not; 1 - 
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adge none , my heart would [mite 'me for it CA and 
4 therefore bold me excuſed ( good Reader ) till 1 ſee rea. 
ſon for ſuch a pratiiſe. 1n the meene time , if this Sermon bee 
$00 plaine for thee leane it to thew that lone plaineneſſe. if 
thow find any benefit by it blefſt God.thanke the Prin- 
ter , below one prayer on mee , whodtſire in- 
creaſe,of grace ow thee , and on all the 


: If Fl acl of God. 
Thine in Chriſt 
Robert Harris, © | 
' 


Hamwell this 25.of Auguſt.1610: 
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2.S A M.and(as our Bookes diſtinguiſh it 
| CHAP.,I8,VERSE 33. 

Gate, and wept : and as hee went , thus hee ſaid; 'O myſorne 
for thee, O « Abſolom, my ſonne, my foune, | 

R *SYD.9 =) EE reade in the former Chaprers,of 4b- 
aA 0 O// | all 

WY - d/A\ | gainſt his owne Father : in this we reade 

| XN 94 finnes doebeger ſtrange plagues ) execu- 

a} R* Af ted vpon him fromheanen. The Lord ha. 


EV uing truſſed him by the haire , (fir-matter 
for an halter:)-and Joab with his men :diſpatcht him ; the 


himſelfc ouescharged wirk griefe, hee takes couert as ſoone' 


T hen the King Was moned, and went vp tothe Chamber ouer the © 


Abſolom, ny ſore , my ſome eAbſolem : Would:God 1 had died - 


ſ] /oloms ſtrange and vnnaturall prattiſes a. 


© = Cf of as ſtrange a iudgement ( as ftrange - 
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King his father 1s now to ynderſtand the newes ; wha, 

waiting: the ridings at the” gate of -CHabanaym.,' ang 

receiuing a meſlage. contrary to his expettation and - 
. © Gre, (for hee: dbfired nothing lefſe then eMb/olomedeath) 
 Wwasexccedingly mooued (as the word implies) andfinging: - 
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as hee can, gets into the next roome, there to weepe it our : 
bur before hee could come thirher, his heart would breake, 
vnleſſ it found a vent; and therefore he diſcharges himſelfe 
at the ſtayres as hee goes, and breakes forth as you heare, 
O my ſonne Abſalom, &c. which words are vttered (you ſee) 
vpon the report of his ſonnes death, and containe a report 
of his behauiour, whar time the tidings was firſt brought to 
him. Plaine they be of themſelues, and lie open to the ſhal- 
loweſt braine, Tothat wee need no Comment; and for Me- 
thod, it is againſt Method, to obſerue any order in them. 
Yet if you will (to. the end you may the berrer ſee the 
2rounds of the points to bee gathered) you may obſerue in 
them two things : firſt, Davids ſorrow; ſecondly,the occaſi- 
on thereof, The occaſion 1s implyed in the firſt word, which 


is capable of more readings , then it hath letters in ir, by 


farre; and here wee render it [Thern,] His ſorrow is ſet 
downe, both as itwas inwardly concemed, and outwardly 
expreſled : conceiue, hee was mooued; expreſſed, partly by 
deeds; hee wept : which is amplified from the place, on the 
ſayres, and in the Chamber ; partly in words, words (I ſay) 
of complaint and wiſh, and all for his ſonne Ab/alow, Ler 
vs begin-with the firſt ; and*fith time will not gine mee 
leaue to ſpeake of all, let vs gripe as much at once as wee 
can, and binde many things: together within the compaſſe 
of few-points. T hen(ſaith the Text):.when hee had receiued 
newes touching e-{b/aloms death, the King, 1. *Danid, eAbſa- 
loms Farher, 1ſraels King, was mooned--.the word importeth 
ſome great alteration in a man, by reafon-.eyther of ſome 
feare, or griefe, or anger, or all. Now, howſoeuer all theſe 
did meet in Daz, yet in this place his motion is chiefely 
from griefe :--feare had the precedencie betore , whileſt 
hee was held in ſufpence, and the ifſue of the Battaile was 
doubtfull ; anger tooke its place after, when hee had more 
leaſure to thinke on J7oab : now griete was predominant, 
which at the firſt did amaze him, and after vttered-irt ſelfe 
in teares and complaints, When a man hath ſome deepe 


gaſh; or ſudden chop, you ſhall haue for rhe preſent a-great 


filence 
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dilence (as it were) and the fleſh on each ſide will- be warine 
and pale, and then ſoone after,the blood (which had carried 

- the newes to the heart) ifſueth foorth moſt furiouſly : ſach 

was Danids wound in this place; the newes ſtruck: into his 

heart, and aſtoniſhed him for the-time ; bur hauing alittle 
recouered himfelfe, hee powreth it foorrh,as you heare and 

ſee. Now,in that good Daurd;who is here termed the King, 

is found thus'deepely wounded vpon the receit of fo heaute 

tidings, and weepes ſo bitterly vpon ſo neere an occafion,(I 

meane, the death of his deareſt Abſalom) let vs hence note 

this, in the generall, from the partie ſorrowing, and the oc- 

..caſfion and meaſure of his ſorrow laid together ;-Thar Gods 

deareſt children are exerciſed with neere and piercing crof.. Doa.c. 
ſes in this life, It may ſeeme to bee no good congruirie, to 

fay that Dauid wepr, that King Dawid mourned : for Chri. 

{tians to mourne,being poore, or Princes being wicked,it is 

no ſtrange matter : but when a man hath God for his friend 

in Heauen,and a Kingdome on Earth too, what ſhould trou- 

ble him ? yet for ſuch a one, the Lord hath croſles,and thoſe 

ſharpe, thoſe neere,thoſe cutting. Witneſſe Dauid (the man 

in queſtion) a man after Gods heart ; What a life had hee in Read his life 
his father in law his time? when went hee to bed with drie inthe _ ; 
eyes? when liued hee a merry day? what comfort in Afi. * 4 
chal, his Wife ? what troubles after Sa#ls death ? what 
breaches in his family 2 what IRarr-breakings in his T ha- 

war ? in his Ammon ? in his Abſalom,whileſt hee lived ? and 

now, when a man would haue thought him ſpent,& drawne 
drie,how many teares doth hee ſpend afreih vpon his death? 

theſe croſſes come cloſe, cur deepe. Here are griefes, in his 
familiars ſhall I ſay, (nay) in his kinsfolkes, his father, his 
-wiues, at Z:kias, his children, his Abſalom, And was not  _ : 
Izcib inthe famecaſe? was it nothing to be rended from Read his floty -| 
his: owne fathers Holiſe ? to liue in feare of his owne from the 23. 


Brother ? to- bee fo vſed by his owne Vnckle ? to bee fo pr ren, 


couſened of his owne Wite ? to haue his onely daughter 

deflowred ? to haue his deareſt Wife to die fo vpon bfis 

hands ? to haue one Sonne baniſhed ? another an Adulte- 
rer, another Inceſtuous ? many, Murtherers? neere c—_ 
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Pra,z4.16, 
Pla.34-19, 


when VYncle, when Couzens, when Wiues, when-Childrea 
ſhall be our crofſes. And whar would you fay of Jeb, were 
his caſe your owne?:It may be you would thinke it a loſſe,ro 
part with ſo much Goods and Cattell ſo ſoone;to be'worth 
a thouſand pound in the morning, and to haue all your 
Grounds vnſtockt by night: it may be it would trouble our 
patience, to heare the ſcornes of baſe fellowes, and to ſee 
that contempt in our owne ſeruants: but(alas)if our kindeſt 
friends ſhould quippe vs, and they that were religious, cen- 
ſure vs, if our owne Wiues ſhould begin to be wearie of vs, 
and wee ſhould haue the burying of ten children, and. firſt 
vnburie them, and there ſee how louingly they ſat together, 
and what prouiſion: was there made for. the chearing of 
their hearts, and cheere plucke out one, there another (per. 
haps) lim-meale, and lay them all on an heape ; would not 
this haue wrought vpon vs ? But then, if to all this, there 
ſhould be added ſuch plagues on the Body, ſuch terrors on 
the Soule ; would wee not ſay, our croſſes were ſharpe ? 
yes (brethren?) wee may ſay thar /cbs were ſharpe, and ſore, 
and. neere, when Friends, when' Seruants, when Children, 
when Wife, when God and all ſeeme to miniſter matter of 
griefe, It ſhalt bee needlefſe-ro draw: you farther in exam. 
ples ; theſe are beyondexceprion, whether you looke to the 
200dneſle of. the men, or the grearneſſe- of rheir croſſes : in 
all whom wee ſee that vefihed , which. once Salomon the 
ſonne, and Daui the father dcliuered in. more gtnerall 
termes ; the one, touching the number of the faithfuls- af 
fictions, rthat.they come by ſeuens (7. troupes) in one and 
the ſame day ; the other; touching both number and mea- 
ſure; that they are many and great, in number many, in na 
ture weightic , as the word ſigniferh both, Bur leaui 
teitimonies, what: might bee the cauſe that Gods beſt Chil- 
drenare {o ſped? Is it their Religion? Is it their Profeſlion? 
No, np : it is becauſe they,are ſet with corruption ( if you 
will haue itall at once) and therefore muſt be purged : fox 
firſt (alittle to enlarge our ſelues, in the vnfolding of ſome 
tew,amongſt many reaſons) Gods beſt children will ſome. 
times venture. 0n .noyſome meates and_hunfull poyſons, 
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they will feedeon the groſler ſinnes, they will drinke in ve- 
ry puddle, I means iniquitie ; and when the child hath fo 
L done , what ſhould the father doe? -If David will lie and 
commit adultery, and fall ro murther innocents ; what can 
God doe lefſe for Daxnid, : vnlefle he- would: have him dam- 
ned, then-ſcourge him thorowly'?- what ſhould hee doe bur 
lay it on his skinne, yea and laſhhis conſcience , and when 
he-will be walking ſo-neere hels mouth ; take' him by the 
heeles and make him belecue hee will throw him in ? what 
though he doe cry? what though he be croſſed of his will? Is 
it no-better hee ſhould cry heere then in hell ? and receiue 
his paymenthere, rather then his iudgement there? Is it nor 
better he ſhould loſe his ſinne, then God his child? So then, 
one cauſe why the Lord doth thus lay load op his children 
here, is, becauſe they defile themſelues ( ſometimes ) with 
groſle ſinnes , *and therefore muſt haue much waſhing; they 
take thedeadlieſt poyſon, and therefore muſt hane working 
phyſicke. Daxid was gone fo farre this way , that to this 
place hee hath not recouered himſelfe , heg deales nor like 
old Dauiaas yet , and therefore euery moneth almoſt hee 
mult haue a purge ; and whoſoeuer hee be that will venture 
after him in theſe dangerous paths, ſhall be ſure to paſſe vn- 
der the rod,as Dauid did, if he be Gods as David was. Se- 2, 
.condly, Gods children if they fall not to deadly poyſon, yet 
will they ſurfet of lawfull meares and pleaſures vnlawfully, 
ſo childiſh weare whenawe are turned looſeto delights;that 
for.our lives, wee cannot keepe a meane ; 'we cannot haue 
proſperity but we will abuſe it, we ſwell , we bragge, wee 
ſnuffe, welooke ouer our brethren and forget our ſelues, 
_ the _ of vs all. vouch that  permrae came 
where:proſperitic grew, had bur a little reſt,and he beganne 
ro ——_ of ide mountaines; hee thought croſles-had Pſal. z9- 
now taken their leaue of him, and would beafraid to looke 
into the courr,and therefore Abſalom is ſent out of his bow- 
els to confute him, And good Hezechiah who was firſt . _ 
humbled at the comming of Seracherjb, and the ſecond —_—_— 
time , brought to deaths dore by grierious ſickneſſe , had no be 
ſooner 4 little reſpire, but be _ to looke big, and _"_ : 
1 : avout 
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about kim, when Ambaſſaderscame to. vifite him, hee car. 
ries them from place to place, and ſets the beft fide our- 
ward:he ſwaggers not onely with them, but with E/ay roo; 

(who took anal pleaſure in this his courting,as many of - 

his cloth doe, now in preaching : ) O Eſay (faith hee ) you, 
cannot tell who haue been here , great ſtates; the Kirig of 

Babel ſent Ambafſadours to vs , ſuch Princes fo farre from \ / 
vs take notice of vs ;- and they (1 would haue thee know) 

were royally entertained : we ſhewed them withall , :whar 

ſtore of gold and filuer our treaſures could afford;we would 

haue them know , that all the witand wealth.is not -lodged 

in Babell , bur rkat Gods people haue it in themand about 
themtoo, as occaſion ſhall ſerue. Thus Hezechiah _— 

he ſpake but reaſon : but the Lord feeing him ſo-rancke, 
thinkes it time to let him blood , and therefore E/ay giues 
him a cooler ; You haue made ( faith he? for fo in eto hee 
ſpeakes)a faire hand of your wealth you baue, you haue 
brought the wolfe tothe fold ,. and now;:keepe him our if - 
you can : Gold-thirſtie Babell now kriowes where to haue a 
draught: and as for your ſclfe, fith you thinke the better of 
your ſelfe for your wealth , the Lord hath made your will, 
and the King of Babell is your execuror. Thus becauſe He- 
ze-hiah ſurieited , he is phyſickt : and this is another reaſon 
of the Lords thus dealing with his people, becauſe the difte- 
rence is nor great-wherher you cate bad meate, or ſurfet on 

ood. Thirdly , God had but neede to diet the beſt of vs 

CRATO becauſe we be ſolazie when wearefull , much 
like to a man that comes newly from a feaſt;fit for nothing; 
we follow our calling as if we would drop.on ſleep;we per- 
forme excrciſes of religion, as children fay their leſſons, 
minding euery thing rather then thar in hand :. wee come 
to the ordinances of God,as fed wantons to a feaſt, nothing 
pleaſeth vnleſle itbee ſome odde ſawce or new inuention, 
the worſt diſh on the table; ſo ir is with vs, when we come 
tothe word, the ſenſe muſt be pleaſed as well as the heart e- 
dified, el(e it is but a dry feaſt , one tricke of wit doth more 
affect, then rwenty gratious ſentences : now when the 
Lord ſes our mouth fo farre our. of taſt, that it _ 

| | reli 
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reliſh our meare ; anddiſcouers:-in vs fuch alazinefſe abonr 
our buſineſſe, he thinkes it. geaſon:;to prouide ſome remedie 
in time, leſttheſe fore-runners of ficknes breake forth into 
worſe inconueniences ;and ſurely Dauids prattiſe and caſe 
may affrighr vs all;for (alas) how did he gather mud, when 
he had ſtood ſtill a while ? and how would his corruptiens 
againe haue growne to ſome head, had not Ab/alombeene 
raiſed-yp to breath him,and to difperſe them? Now if Da- 
: #sd were lo foggie after ſo many 'breathings , Daxid a man 
of ſo good adiet ; how refty ſhould we be if neuer walkt? 
how.grounded on our lees with Moab,if neuer turned forrh 
from, veſlellto. veſſell ?..It ſtands the Lord therefore vpon, 
if. hee-will prouide for his harueſt', andour good, :to take 
ſome paines with vs, leſt otherwiſe hefaile of his vintage, 
whilſt we want drefſling. | 
... Fourthly,(and in a word) croſſes had neede to come, and 
come thicke?, and come in ſtrength to the ſtrongeſt of vs, 
becauſe in the beſt there bee many and ftrong corruprions: 
© the pride, the pride , the vnbeleefe, the ignorance, the 
ſelfe-loue that lodges in the pureſt ſfoule; would yee not 
haue thought that David by rhis time had almoſt empried 
himſelfe of all pride, that all paſſions, all loue of the world, 
all carnall affections, had been ;well necre buried ?- bur ſee; 
ſee, when croſſes come, kow hee laies about him, hee ſobs, 
he.roares,he would dic ina paſiion, as if he knew not what 
he did,or cared not what hee ſaid. Now ſhould not ſacha 
ſtomach as this be taken downe ? yes, the: child: had .beene 
ſpilt there,if the rod had beene ſpared: and therefore God 
laies it on. Now-if good Dad atter ſo much breaking and 
ſo long ſtanding in religion, be ſo waſpiſh, ſo impatient, ſo- - 
aftionate,doe not you thinke that there is ſome ſtore in ys? 
let vs be croſſed a lictle, cannot we chafe? let vs be abuſey; 
cannot wee-find our tongaes ? adde to this our worldlines, 
cannot;wee bee. content to liue longer in this world ( bad 
though it be ?) doe we not dote too: much on one eAbſalons 
or other 2 be not our hearts yer vnbroken®: why then you 
ſee, God muſt ſmite and ſmire againe, and ſmire home, and 
draw blood; for no ynſound hart _ goto ——— 
| | 3 At 
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but ord hearts muſt come thither; ſound (I fay) from hy. 
pocrifie,but broken with ſinne and forrow : thus wee fee 
greatcanſe of greataflition on Gods part, ſith ouvMinries 
are great which'muſt be purged and preuented , our ſurfers 
eatwhich muſt be cured;our deadnefle great, which muſt 
equickned, our inſide bad, which muſt be clenſed. Time 
. willnetgiue x0 ſpeakei of all : one: more reaſon ſhall bee- 
drawnetromour:'owe'pratafe ,*and fo anend, As God' 
| layes:many croſſes on vs, fo wee may thanke our ſHnes for 
- many too, not onely in-thar wee doe deſerue them ; but (in 
thar we worke them out of our owne bowels:for many we 
draw vpon our ſelyes by riot, idleneſſe, vntheiftines,” rage, 
- &c. and the moſtwee make more heauy (that are heauy e- 
nough already ) through our owne folly, and that is whilſt 
werake into our wounds looking no higher,andvyhar with 
vnbeleefe and impatience , doe double the crofſe on our 
ſelues. Daxids burden was heautie enongh already, hee did 
not neede to increaſe it: yet fuch is Danids weakeneſle, hee 
cannot chooſe, it is his eAb/alom,prety eAb/alom,and there. 
| fore he muſt pay for his paſiions ; andthus , when-God af. 
flits vs in meaſure (as euer he doth his children') wee make 
our crofles beyond meaſure, becauſe we keepe no meane in 
mourning, and not onely ſo, bur wee prouoke our father to 
iue vs ſomewhat for brawling and for ſtrugling:& thus we 
ſee ſome reaſons of our ſo great and neereafAictions, raken 
partly from our ſelues, partly from our God, The-wicked 
wall Cent chin themſclues wronged , that we giuenot 
- themand their maſter the credit of the Saints troubles ; but 
(to ſpeake properly ) they are no cauſes, but onely executi. 
oners, they are Hangmen and 'Bedles ; wherran execution 
is to be wrought', and the Lord hath afligned' ſome of his 
ſhrewdeſt children ro puniſhment-, they -thall haue the of. 
fice ſometimes to bee the Gaoler: or Belman , thar is their 
preferment. Leauing therefore theſe ſcullians in the kitchin 
. there to ſcourea veſlell or licke a diſh when they ſhall bee . 
called vpon, let vs make our vſe of-this fo large-a Do. 
= - and Fcewhether wee can bee briefer there, Firſt 
; 7018 \ 


It 


Is:this ſo, that Gods deareſt children haue and muft h 
ſuch grear and piercing croſſes in this life*:then muſt all 
Who would be knowne by.tharname,make account of ſuck 
andprepare for them. Sack is'our-folly 6forithe'moſt-part) 
when the ſunne ſhines,weneuer thinke of a darke night,and 
when the morning is faire. wee neuer feare aſtormie,, and 
therefore are ſomerimes raken without our cloake (as it 
were.)Such alfo is our conceitof our ſelnes;and confidence 
in worldly helps,thatwehope they vvil nor fee vs vvant;or 
i they faile,yet vve thinke to ſhift better then others can,8& 
to line by our wits: hence it is, that we area!moſt growne 
to Babels concluſion; Though others be vvidowes fatherles, 
childlefſe;comfortleſſe:: yer vve ſhall ſterno forrow, ' Bur it 
vvill be granted({ trow ) that our nature needs phyſicke,as 
much as other mens(there is no difference'in the mould)and 
' that our carriage hath not beene fo good, bur that juſtly vve 


may feare ſome bruſhing. Ittmay be, Dazid was as honeſt a nyr.7, 14, 


man as ſome of vs, perhaps.Hezechiah wvas norfarre behind 
vs, pollible:Paumight march vs inrany grace, and haueas 
little pride, bypoeritie, ſelfe-loue,paſiion irbimas the beſt 
of vs all ; yet vvere-theſe ( holy men')-greatly affiitedt and 
vyondrouflly ſtrairned,and why thould vveidream of peace? 
* If yvealth- would diſcharge a:manofcrofles,Hezechiah was 
not poore : if honour, D aid,” wvas a king : if eirher vvitor 
grace, Paul yvas n2babe:but theſe vvillnot ſervethe turne, 
kings children-maſt hauephyſicke (if ſficke) as vvell as poo. 
zer-mens.; yvhy ſhould they nor?\-ſo muſbrhe: Lords, Our 
Prince is confecrated IS vvapisanaf. 
flifted vvay(as you would ſay)and it is the yoice of heauer, 
that thorow many tribularions vve muſt enter into heauen, 
Novv then,ſith the caſe fo ſtands, that ejther yvee mult dif. 
claime the right of chitdrenjoreiſe endure affictions,cither 
_ paſſe;vader the r0d;or be baſtards; let vs-(valeſle vve meane 
to-ſhame our ſclnes)arme our {clues for croſſes before hand, 
and not prepare onely,but prepare for all, yea the neareſt of 
_ all, For yvhax hath befallen David and others,vyhy may not 
the ſame befal,vs>ſome vviues haue greaverofies in tlieirhuſ- 


bands, lomohugbands in their yriuess ſome parencs in chil 
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dren, fome children in parents, ſome are neerely toucht in 
their body, ſome in rheir eſtate, ſome other in their name, 
in their Soule otherſome : and. where 1s our diſcharge? who 
harh-exempred vs? may notwee neede them as much as'o 
thers? doth not God loue vs as well as others? are not theſe 
things written for our vie ? O, then let vs thinke on theſe 
things in this our peace,and now lay in for a rainy .day,now 
whileſt wee can pray, now whileſt our bodies are free from 
diſtemper, and our affections from trouble, now whileft 
. wee are our owne men, and haue freedome (as it were) of 
heart; now let vs hoard vp prayers againſt the fime of trou:.. 
ble, when as cither in reſpect of fickneſle in body,or ſorrow 
of minde,'wee can {ay no more then Dani4 now can (my 
ſonne, my ſonne, my paine, my paine, my heart, my heart.) 
Now let vs treaſure vp faith-and patience, and wiſdome, as 
Toſeph did Corne, (ith a day of vtterance will come, a day of 
ſpending,nor.af getting,a day wherein our owne ſtocke and 
the Cliurches treaſurie too (I-meane,others prayers) will be 
little enough : doe not thinke it ſufficient ro haue ſomewhat 
before hand; Fee are not at agreement wirh Croſles,to de. 
part when ye giue warning : neuer forget Daid,a man not 
meanely graced, nay, agreat Husband, who :had his Soule 
well ſtockr,and in good plight; and yet how vahandfomely 
doth hee now behaue himſelfe ? Ah Dawd, thou waſt wont 
- to haue prayers, and gracious meditations, as ready as cAb. 

zers Sword, that would drop out of the ſheath : But now, 
here is nothing but, my ſonne, my ſonne; and lirrle doe wee 
know how we fhall fling our in diſtreſles,vnleſſe weare very 
well appointed. Now laſtly, whilſt the Lord doth offer him- 
ſelfe vnto vsas a louing Father, let vs come vnto him like 
obedient Children; let vs confeſle againſt our ſelues,and re. 
concile our Soules vnto him: Ler'vs ſeeke to him ( as once 
- the Sidenians did to Herod): through Chriſt (as they through 
. Blaitws) for his fauour (as they for Herods loue,) and then 
| beingatpeace with him in our peace, and acquainted with 

him mour profperitie,hee will know ourSoutes in aduerfi- 
ie,and we ſhal alwayes haue 2 rock to'flye'ynto- inthe grea- 
.ceſt waues and ſurges; Thus we ſte what courſe muſt be _ 
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© ren if croſſes ſhall nothit vs 'on the bare}, andtakewson 


blind ſide : the pradtiſe wee put vpon yOu, a5 yvu one your 


. eaſe, for there is lirtle comfort to bee hoped for in croſſes, 
-vnleſſe there bee ſome preparation for them. Men may 
- thigke themſelues armed waen they haue men and money 


to befriend them ; but then, ( neuer i: rhen) are wee fitted 


for croſſes, when God and our own conſcierices are friends 
with vs;and ſtand for vs:and therefore if we will make ſure 
worke, let vs goe to heauen for friends, not to the earth;'8 
be more carefull to get grace in our hearts, rlien gold incur 
cheſts, for croſles bee as the minde and man bee , not as the 
outward eſtate. And this is the firſt vſe rhat I would haue 
made of this point, The ſecond ſtandeth thus: 

Is this ſo , that the deereſt-of Gods children haue great 
and neere afflictions in this life 2*then this much teach the 
wicked to leaue 1u*pging abroade , and to looke homeward: 
they are on horſebacke , they, when Gods children are vn- 
derfoote, it-is their joy to ſee the faithfull grieue , they can- 
not hold bur role it out ; Theſe ( ſay they ) be the fellowes 
theſe preachers ſo much magnifie , theſe the happy ones, 
theſe goc away with all rhe comforts , they cannot doe a- 
miſle , they.; but by your leaue, ſuch a iudgement hath be. 
fallen one, ſucha plague another, and which of them ef. 
capes better? and this they get by running to Sermons, and 
thus they triumph. But ſtay awhile , and pauſe better on 
the matrer : are Gods children thus wonnded ? what ſhall 
become of his enemies ? are the righteous thus paid , how 

-much mare the ſinner ? Is this done to the | pus tree? 
Doth the Lord thus viſite thoſe vpon whom his name is 
called? doth iudgement thus begin at Gods houſe ? where 
ſhall the wicked appeare? are infirmities accompanied with 
croſſes? what will be the end of idolatrie,of blaſphemy, of 
murther, of adulterie, of oppreſiion ? are the wates to Ser- 
mons thus ſtrawed with croſſes? what ſhall be found in the 


wayes of whoredome, of blood, of drunkennefle? &c.Was - 


Daxid for murthemand adulterie once committed, thus en- 


rertained?what will thy end bee,(who ſtill liueſt in the ordi- ' 


narie praQiſe of ſuch like ſinnes ? yea anſwer this (if thou 
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\ canſt ) are Gods owne people, who haue the ſpitit of God 

to prey.in them, Chriſt, and all the Saints on earth to pray 
for them, who indge themſelues dayly, who walke conſtant- 
ly with G94, (are they) thus handled,in caſe they do at any 
time breake forth ? rhen rell me what thy doome is like to 
be, who neuer prayeſt,nencr repenteſt, neuer ſtriuelt againſt 
finne, bur haſt ſold tay ſelfe to doe wigkedly? Go on then 
with thy tale, Gods children are afflicted , and greatly affii- 
Cted too; I will grant you all ; but wote you whar ? if Gods 
children (whom hee loues next vnto himſelfe in Chriſt ) 
cannot be exempred from croſſes, ( bitter croſſes ) notwith- 
ſtanding all their repenrance, all their teares , all their prai. 
crs, bur their ſoules ſhall groane;, and hearts ake , becauſe 
they be ſo {tubborne, and performe holy duties no more, 
no better; I report me to thee, whether thou doſt not thinke 
that Gods juſtice will one day haue thy blood , thy life, thy 
ſoule, for all thine abominarions which thou doſt not re- 
pent for, but laugheſt at, which thou doſt not pray againſt, 
that they may bee pardoned , but fretteſt that they ſhould 
be diſgraced, and which thou art ſo farrefrom leauing, that 
thou couldeſt drinke his bloo4 that reprooues them in  . 
thee. And if fo, theneither make vſe of the faithfuls rron- 
- bles, and quickly indge thy ſelfe,or elſe,take euery diſgrace, 

cuery diſeaſe , enery affiiction that befalles them , to bee a 
pledge of rhat euerlaſting ſhame , and thoſe cuerlaſting tor- 
ments, woes, plagues, curſes , that ſhall ſeize vpon thee for 
euermore. I know thy plea before rhouſpeakes, but ( alas) 
it will not hold; Chriſt (thou wilt ſay) will ſalue all, he died 
for ſinners,and whatnceds all this ? And did hee ſo? could 
not Chriſt when he ſtood in our roome,, and ſuſtained rhe 
perſon of a {inner (though in himſelfe finleſſe ) could not 
ne (though he were the heire and firſt borne ) eſcape, varill 
his blood was ſhed, and fleſh rent, and ſoule poured foorth 
as an offering ? then either make it good , that thou arr in 
Chriſt , and become a new creature , or elſe take thy leaue 
ofall hope and comfort : nothing remaines but a fearefull 
expectation of iudgement ; and rhat is thy vie, A third we - 
thus inferre, bur briefly; 
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Ts this the eftate of the moſt godly and beft beloved in 
this life? then as this muſt teach vs to thinke never the 
worſe of our ſelues or others for outward croſſes, ( which 
like haile and ſnow do light ypon the ſt gardens , as well 
2s on the wilde waft,and like bluſtering winds wil fpareno 
more Princes children then the pooreſt beggers ) ſith thus: 
we cannot conclude, ynleſle we will either challenge Gods 
loue, or the beſt Chriſtians truth , euen Danids, Pguls, 8&c., 
ſo muſt it cauſevs to looke vpwards, to waite for our re- 
demption , and to figh for heauen , where we ſhall be free 
from all theſe miſeries. When wee are from home amongſt 
our friends,our hearts are ſty}homewards though our com. 
pany be good , our welcompkinde , our entertainement of 
the beſt, taire lodging , alÞbetter then any wee ſhall finde at 
home : yet home is hontly(fay wee)and away wee goe,en. 
treaty will not fetch vs again: Now if we can be content to 


change for the worſe, becauſe the one is our home for a few 


daies; kow much ſhould we deſire heanen (the onely true 
manſion”) where weeare ſure to change all for the better? 
where our citate ſhall bee bettered , and our company and 
our bodyes and our foules ; how ought we to reach after 


- this,and to thirſt after ir? If Dawid panted after the ſuburbs, 


the Church on carth, what ſhould our affection be towards 


the Cirtie it ſelfe? If Moſes preferred the Saints troubles - 


before thetreaſures of Egypt, whattreaſureson earthſhould 
. keepe our deſires from the glorious eſtate of Chriſt in hea. 
nen? and if the Qu-ene of Sheba was content to goe from 
home, and from much of her wealth , that ſo ſhe mighr be 
acquainted with Salo , why ſhould not we deſire home, 
that we mighr grow acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt , and ſee 
him face to face? eſpecially , fith in this tourney wee ſhall 
art with nothing but what we may well ſpare, ſinne and 
corruption? how thankefull ought we to-be for Gods mer- 
cic, that whereas our fathers liued ſome five hundred, ſome 
ſixe hundred,ſome more yeares, and ſerued a long appren. 
tiſhip, the Lord gratiouſly hath ſhorrened our leaſe,and cals 
ys from this troubleſome ſea ,” into the hauen,by that time 
they were well centred? This is a matter that ſhould _ 
oo E what 
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what refreſh vs'inthis our journey,and worke'thdſe to pati. 


ence yo ay the mention of heauen , how long? truth 


e one word to them.) the earth-is tedious ro 


it is (to ſpe 


ſuch as 


but ſith wee ſhall (hereafter ) bee alwaies receiuing wages, 
why ſhould we nor be pleaſed to do a litrle worke? andſith 
our God hath cut off ſo many of our ſorrowfull dayes,avhy 
ſhould not wee with checrefulneſſe beſtow theſe few vpon 
him? I know no affliction is for the preſent joyous , all arc 
* tedious : but if wee will but looke forward, and faſten our 
eyes vpon that crowne-and kingdome that ſhall fo ſhort!y 
come into our hands;and backward, and ſee our deſert, and 
what others haue lefr,how we fare and lie,and go euery day 
better then Chriſt here did (the moſt of vs) our.croſles will 
not ſeeme ſo ſtrange,as Gods mercies and patience towards 
ys wonderfull. As for that croſſe of croſſes , (ſinne and cor. 
ruption)whereof you would be ſo gladly eaſed, ( alas) how 
ſhould I comforr you againſt that? I cannot blame you, nor 
maruell at it, if you be willing to be any where(much more 


in heauen) ſo you may be rid of ſinne , that indeede is a bad 


neighbour, which will put a man to Rebeccaes complaint, I 
am wearie of my life : but yet (my brethren ) firh we do but 
drink as we brewed, nay,fith the Lord mingled this worm- 
wood with ſo many ſweetes,and much allayed the ſtrength 


thereof: fith theſe onr corruptions haue receiued their mor. * 


tall wounds, and are now breathing out their laſt breath: 
ſith the Lord will ſo ſuddenly diſpatch them in compari- 


ſon of former times, and long we ſhall not dwell together: 


ſith he ſees ſome vie of this poyſon,and tarneth that to good 
(a common good) which in it ſelfe is hurtſull : fith further 
he hath giuen vs ſome graces , as he hath left in vs ( for our 
exerciſe ) ſome corruptions : ſith (laſtly ) grace hereafter 
ſhall onely come in queſtion , and our debrs ſhall be ſet vp- 
 enanothers ſcore,and for the preſent , he puts a difference 
berwixt vs and finne invs , (as betwixt poyſon and the box 
that holds it) let vs haue patience towards him ( though not 
towards ſinne) and ſo fall out-with corruption,that we for- 
get 


ne beeneiin heauen, they doe nor like to be pil... 
grimes here , when once they are enrolled Citizens there : | 


- ger not mercies : But I haue ſtept allitrle aſide to call vp- 


on ſome friends : Inow proceed, Hauing thus diſpatchr 
the firſt thing growing out of theſe circumſtances named, 


' we maſt come to a ſecond, which is almoſt as generall(for 


when ſhould we haue done, if we ſhould deſcend to parti. 
culars?)This that we may make way vnto,lct vs a litle view 
Dauids behaniour in this his diſtreffe, There is none of vs 
can denie, but his occaſion of griefe was great, great reaſon 
hee had to mourne ; who faith'to the contrary ? It was no 
ſmall crofle to ſee ones child die in ſuch a quarrell : bur yer 
there is a meane in all things ( as the prouerbe runneth ) his 
behauiour is very ſtrange , his mourning not like Dauzids: 
for whereas this riuer and flood of teares may ſeeme to bee 
fed from a three-fold ſpring,fieſh, nature, and grace, and fo 
his ſorrow to be partly ſpirituall, for -Lb/zloms ſoule, part- 
ly naturall , in that he was his ſonne, partly carnall, in thar 
he was his eAb/alom : yet the truth is, his ſorrow is rather 
carnall tha otherwiſe , if the parts be conſidered; for firſt, 
nature poes not ſo farre as to wiſh thedeſtrutionof it ſelfe, 
as Dauid here doth; O thar I were dead, dead for thee,or in 
thy ſtead : and as for grace, it would neuer bring forth ſuch 
fruits of paſſion, as to wiſh death in diſcontentment, nor 
pronoke ro whining in this vndecent manner, but would 
haue compoſed the affections rather, and haue taught hing 
to mourn? in ſilence. Beſides,his ſorrow is too much to be 
good,and comes with too much eaſe from him , and is too 
ſoone ripe to be ſpirituall fruit, Howſoeuer then we deny 
not, but Dauid was a ſanctiticd man , and ſo had ſanctitied 
affections, and withall was full of naturall afec ion, yet in 
this particular , and ar this inſtant , he was more vnnaturall 
to himſelfe, then naturall to his ſonne, and bewrayed more ' 
fleſh for the preſent by farre , then ſpirit, yea,that ſo drow- 
ned this, that the motions thereof could not as yet bee 
heard. Now this light beeing thus giuen to the words fol- 
lowing, you ſee the points do offer themſelues ſo faft vnto 
vs, and come ſo thicke vpon vs , that wee know nor well 
which to receine,and what to put backe. This ( if you ſay 
the word )ſhall leade the way : In that this man(no worſe a 
C. 3 man 
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math then Dauid ) thus crads in forrow vpon this eccafi. 


on; in ſo carnall amanner : Let vs learne , that Gods beſt 


children are apt to grieue too much, and to exceedein paſ. 
ſion for outward things; as in mirth, when once wearein, 
weare apt to forget our ſclues;ſo in ſorrow,when once we 


'yeeld varo it, weeare in danger of ſurfetting vpon it. A 


man would thinke that Dex: thould bee as little troubled 
with this diſeaſe as any man liuing ; for whether you looke 
to nature or grace, the bankes ſeeme to be ſo ſound, that no 
excefſe of ſorrow can ouerflow them : for firſt, if you looke 
to complexion , hee ſecmes to bee made of the lighteſt cim- 
ber , aman whoſe ruddy face ſeemes to promiſe a reſolute 
and cheerefull heart: if you looke to narurall helpes , his 
$kill in muſicke(to ſay nothing of any elſe) was not ordina- 
ry: and as for ſpirituall meanes, the beſt medicines to cure 
diſeaſes the king was behind none in theſe matters: his gra. 
ces were very eminent, his experience much; and yer if Da= 
#:4 will but plod a while on crofſes , nay, it hee will not.bee 
prepared for them , it is ſtrange to ſee low vnlike himſelfe 
hee is, hee cries-as if he had been Rickt, In rhe next chapter 
he takes vp the ſame note againe : nay, he will die forſooth, 
he will be gone,he will to his ſonne : and why? he is his Ab. 
falom, And what thinke you of 746? the Lord himſelfe giues 
him a good reporr , out of doubr hee was an honeſt man; 
but did you euer heare a wiſe man fo farre forget himſelfe? 
hee is angry with the light , quarrels with the night , hath a 
faying to the ſtarres, to his mother,to the midwife, there is 
no dealing with him in his fit, and yer the occaſion out. 
ward, Initances of this kinde , there bee more then-enow, 
bur they are vnpleaſant ,* and\ therefore I will content my 
ſelfe with one more , and that 1s /onab, as ſtrange a man of 
an honeſt man as you haue lightly heard of. This /onah was 
croſſee(as he thought) firſt in his credite ; how bare he thar? 
yntowardly enough , the matrer ſeemed naught , ſtarke 
naught to him (faith the text ) hee chafed exceedingly ; and 
"what was the matter?the Lord preferred many mens ſoules 
before the ſatisfying of his luſt : a great matrer:yet thisman 
would not brooke it at Gods > , till the Lord rooke him 
|  downe, | 
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downe : well,the ſecond rime;he was croſſed in his eaſe,and 
2a roote(I cannot tel what to terme it, whether tree,or ſhrub 
or ſtalke ; a trifle it was which hee pleaſed to fancy for his 
turne ) but would you thinke-that a Prophet would chafer 
at the loſſe of ſuch 2 thing ? why,this and his heare put him 
into his old rune againe, he will be dead in a paſſion; God 


comes to pacitic him , it will nor bee, he is angry , he hath Chapter 4; 


reaſonto be angry , he will beangry , yea, wovld he could 
burſt and Kill himſelfewith anger, What is the matter ? It 
is belike for ſome great finne , becauſe hee hath offended 
God : no(ſir)he is the plaintiffe,God had rather in his con- 
ceir)treſpaſſed him : and this is /onah; let vs (tay in him (for 
we can hardly match him, and yet a good man.) What may 


be the reaſon of theſe exceſtine firs for outward things? The Reaſons. r, 


reaſons are many ;amonglt many theſe are ſome:firſt,a great 
miſtaking and errour in iudgement,, wee oucr-prize theſe 
outward.rhings, and promiſe to our ſelues that from them, 
which neuer any found in them : and therefore wee ouer- 
grieue, when weeare diaſppointed of them, Thus Dauid 
thinkes e6/a/om the pretrieit fellow in a countrey, no nan 
had ſacha child as was eAbſalorm: and therefore when he is 
dead, Dauid cannot liue ; thus becauſe the indgement makes. 
too great a report of outward things to the. affection, the 
affection makes too great adoe about them ; the one being 
blinded, the other is bewitched : and thar is a ſecond teaſon 
(ith we are falleninto it ) namely the diſtemper of the af- 
tec ions: when we haue outward bleſſings we loue them but 
too well, and therefore when wee loſe them wee grieue roo 
much'; for make a breach in one affetion and you weaken 
all,as the whole army is weakened if any part bee diforde- 
red, the whole building the worſe for the remouing cf 
ſome one ſtone,and the whole body infeebled by rhe woun- 
dingof one part : Thus becauſe Daxid will paſſe oner his af- 
fetions to his ſonne in his life time, and ſettle his toy in 
Abſalom, he cannor be niaſter of them nor command them 
when he is dead, hee will be fond; whilſt he hath e4#/2/om 
no body muſt touch him, the winde muſt not blow vpon 
lum, therefore hee willexxamly lament when hee lo _ 
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him, and no body muſt comfort him, becauſe his Ab/alom is 
not. -Adde vnto this, in the third place, the deceitfulneſſe of 


" Qur awne heart, which doth but couſen vs, and the ſubtytie 


of the Diuell, who to the end hee may carrie vs headlong 
with the whirle-wind of paſlion into a Sea of troubles, will 
beare vs in hand, that-wee haue reaſon to gricue, and to bee 
paſſionate. Thus /onah ſtands vnto his cauſe,and being drun- - 
ken with paſlion, hee cannot ſee bur hee hath the better of 

3od : Thus Dazid ( had a man cloſed with him, and asked 

tm,whar he meant to be ſo loud?) would quickly haue been 
his tales-maſter, What ? (would hee haue ſaid) would you 


hane me vnſenfible of ſuch a {troake as this? Is there nothing 


to be done by the Parent, when the Lord thus ſingles out his 
Child ? Oughr not the Father to rake notice of it? eſpecially 
I muRt,fith 1 did not the part of a Father to him : hee-thould, 
ere this, haue beene executed for his ſfinnes; I let him runne 
on, but now the Lord hath met with him and me too,ro my 
woe: It is 1uſt vpon me, and I am perſwaded, I ought not 
to let it pafſe, without ſome vie: I muſt grieue; and yet,were 
I ſure his Soule were now in Heauen,I would care the lefle ; 
but (alas) the example is fearefull, ſo to liue,ſo to die. Faire 
words (good Dauid: ) hee ſpeakes as hee thinkes(good man) 
but hee knowes not his owne heart. Is this the cauſe that 
you would haue died for him? Was it becauſe he had ſinned? 
becauſe you had failed in dutie? (alas)what ceuld your death 
doe for his Soule,or your owne diſcharge ?/ Nogno: hee was 
your darling, you cannot ſpare him,you muſt alwayes beare 
him in your eye ; hence thoſe teares: And thus wee runne on 
many times in a tale, and would faine perſwade our ſelues, 
that what wee doe, is done with indgement ; when ( God 
knowes) our ſorrow is as full of fleſh, as Dauids here was : 
And thus,what through the error of our minds,and diforder 
of our affections, and deceitfulneſle of our owne hearts,and 
Sathans cunning, it comes to paſſe, that wee are inthe depth 
of ſorrow and paſſion (as the eAramites in the midſt of Sa- 
maria ) before we know where we be. 
Now rhis being ſo, that the beſt of vs all are ſubiet to 
immoderate ſorrow for outward things, we muſt OF 
| carne 
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learne to beare with one another in this our conimon frail. 
tie, but further enery one for himſelfe muſt fence and 
mound his heart againſt theſe abſurd paſſions and excef. * 
ſive griefes. Many outward rhings be fo baſe, ( in reſpe@ of 
man) that they ſhould not once mooue him, they bee nor 
worthy his cares or thoughts,vnfit to be lodged m the mea. 
neſt roome of mans ſoule ; to name them the ſame day with 
man, were to fer them aboue their place ; to beſtow teares 
on theſe, were to waſh ſtables with ſweet water,not worth 
the while, nor the coſt, All of them are but finite,none ab. 
folurely good , and therefore our m for chem mult bee 
limired with reſpe&s, and vſed with great moderation, elſe 
it will degenerateand turne carnall. Neither will it ſerue the 
turne to pleade,, that our ſadnefle hurts no body but our 
ſelues , and that therein we are enemies to none but ro our 
ſelues: for were this a true plea, yet were it vnſafficient;for 
who gaue vs a commiſsion to hurt our owne perſons , and 
to practiſe murther vpon our owne bodies ? but this is not 
all, for beſides a priuate wrong , wee rob God of his glory, 
and men of that ſeruice we owe vnto them; indeed, world. 
ly ſorrow makes ys both vnthankefull ro God,and vnprofti- 


'rable to man, and vnnarturall to our ſelues (as hence might 


bee ſhewed,but we cannot ſtand on all) and therefore let vs 
ſtriue againſt it. Ler vs (will ſome man ſay) let vs if we can, 
but how ſhould wee be armed againſt the exceſle of world. 
ly ſorrow ? can you gine me any preſeruatiues. againſt it ? 
Anſwere: ſome we will,many wee might, but fo farre as we 
practiſe theſe following , we ſhall bee freed of this vnpro- 
fitable gueſt. 

2. Lervsdenieour ſelues in all worldly matters , and 
not engage our aftetions vnto them, either to bee eagerly 
ſet vpon them when we haue them in chaſe, or to bee foo- 
liſhly puft vp with them, when we haue them in poſſeſſion; 
for if we doe not leaue them, till they leaue vs, it is ſure they 
will leaue vs in the lurch in the end : witneſſe Danid; cAb- 
ſalom was gone cre Danid had denied himſelfe in eAb/alom- 
and therefore now here is-nothing but roaring , whereas 
if hee before had ſacrificed his name , and crucified his affe- 


D ion; 


4-Sam.20,6, 


"4 Abſaloms Fanerall. 
ion ; lee would nener baue ſtood vpon thoſe termes, O. 
my ſonne,my ſonne,whar will the world ay, thar my ſonne 


' ſhould come to this ? bur hee would haue comforred him- 


ſelfe in his God(as elſewhere he did) and faid,It isthe Lord, 
let him doe what ſeemeth beſt to him : and fo, if wee could 
denie our ſelues in our Husbands, Wiues, Children, Names, 
&c. wee would neuer take on ſo, when wee part, my ſonne, 
my ſonne,my husband,my child,&c, but as we were not do. 
ted. with them whileſt wee had them, ſo neyrther would wee 
be diſcouraged when wee loſt them. But here is the miſerie 
(let vs ſee it and amend it)wee lay rhe whole ſtrength of our. 
affetions vpon the rhings wee fancie (as the Creeple layes 
his full weight vpon his Crutches) and therefore when rhey 
are taken from vs (as Pharaohs Chariot-Wheeles) weeare 


 downe vpon all foure,and ſticke in the mud: yea,wee ſet on. 


our affections as the Bee his ſting, with all our might-and- 
ſtrength ; wee conucy vnrto others our very bowels and 
hearts, and therefore when they are gone,wee are heartleſle. 
Ve ſee the errour, what is,the remedy? Reioiceas if wee re-. 
ioiced nor, and then wee ſhall mourne as if wee mourned-. 
not; bee not too glad when the Sunne ſhines, and then thou 
Wilt not bee too ſad when a cloud comes. To this wee muſt 
adde a ſecond thing , which in part hath beene alreadie 
touchr ; and that is, often to thinke on croſles before they 
come, and to promiſe our hearts no great matters from the 
World ; for what is the reaſon,that wee grow fo paſlionate 
fometimes, bur rhis, O I-neuer lookr for this, I neuer drea- 
med of ſucha day ? yea, but whoſe fault and folly is that, 
not to looke for croſſes on the Sea ? why ſhould wee not 
thinke to bee croſſed as wellLas Danid, and as ſoone as Da- 
uid ? e Abſalom was luſtie in the morning, dead ere nighr ; 
may not the like crofles ſteale ſuddenly on vs ? But this 
was Dauids owne error ; hee thought, when God had giuen 
him a fine Child, rhat hee muſt needes bring comfort and 
peace to his Father: call him Ab/alom (faith Dauid ) I hope 
hee will be a good. man and a peaceable Child one day : and 
to ſay the truth, where thould.a Father looke for comfort 
ſooner then from his Child ? but yet, jt prooues otherwiſe 

| you 


.you ſee, ebſolom is named, ( as they ſay Popes bee) by con- 
eraries his name'and nature agree like a boat-man and his 
. oares,that looke two contrary waies;poore Dauid mer with 
nothing leſſe then that: hee expeRted. Let vs learne ſome 
- wiſdome from his miſery , letvs not become ſureties for 
the world in a debt of comfort, bur rather ſuſpe& her, and 
corrett our ſelues, ſaying, Inow take ſome comfort in this 
child , I ſolace my ſelfe in this outward bleſling, bur let me 
bee moderate, who knowes what ſorrow it may breed me 
'cre I die? thus if wee could forecaſt perils before they 
-come , and bee well-appointed to receiue them when they 
doe come , we might better quit our ſelnes in croſſes then 
viually wee doe;but when wee are in our iollity,we cannot 
heare on that ſide: O ſpare your ſpeech, or elſe you kill my 
hearr, doe you ſay, that I muſt part with my husband , and 
bury my child ? what my eL6/alom? T hope I ſhall neuer 
liuexo ſee thatday , atleaſt not yeta while : and thus you 
will not heare of croſſes till they come , and then you can- 
not beare them , becauſe they come ſo ſuddenly. Others 
know well enough there muſt bea time- of parting , what 
need you tell rhem that ? bur in the meane you muſt beare 
with them, for in truth they cannot chuſe burloue their 
.' fricnds,and take their part in al Gods ſends(as if there were 
no difference betweene louing and doting, betweene mo. 
derate drinking, and exceſ{ine drunkenneſſe ) and they doe 
not doutt , bur when God calles them to croſſes , hee will 
fit them for croſles , and thus they runne on. But is it likely 
that he will beare affiiftions patiently,who cannot with pa- 
tience hearc them ſpoken of ? Is this the way to bee farni.. 
ſhed for winter,to {it ſtill and fay,if God call me to winter, 
hee will fir mee for winter, and in the meane time make no 
prouiſion, tkut-ſay, whiles he ſends warme and dry weather, 
I will rake my part ? No, in ſummer thou muſt thinke of 
winter; in thy proſperitie, of aduerſitie ; elſe thou wilt bee 
ſoone in Danids rune. | : 
Thirdly , wee muſt hauea ſpeciall'eye to our dealings in 
outward matters,that wee doe not abuſe them ro Gods dif- 
honour, nor defile them with ſinne and wickednes, for then 
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if we be crofſed in them , we ſhall ſoundly ſmatt for it, be. 
- cauſe thoſe croſſes will come with a ſting; Danid was not 
{o ſound in the matrer of eAb/alom,as with more credite hee 
might hane beene, and therefore eLb/alom ſtickes by him 
longer then he ſhould. And ( ſurely brethren ) croſles are 
like pinching froſts , they will fearch , they will examine 
where we are molt vnſound, we ſhal ſooneſt plaine,& where 
moſt corruption lies , there we ſhall moſt ſhrinke when the 
burden comes : would wee not then grieue. too much for 
outward things? let vs nor finne in the vie of them : would 
we keepe our carnall ſorrow? keepe our curſed fin:if welet 
this canker ear into our hearts, Gods medicines mult pierce 
as deepe, elſe what recouery? build on this (brerhren)ſinne 
al waies makes way for ſorrow ; in that meaſure that ſinne 
raints vs, crofles will ſting vs;this is a true ſaying,and of all 
men to be beleceued.But I am flow, . 

A fourth remedy is this , we muſt breake the ſbreame of 
our affections,and turn our ſorrow vpon our ſinne,& place 
all our happineſſe in Ieſus Chriſt,ſo we ſhall be ſure that our 
ſorrow ſhall be alwaies moderare,ſo ſhall we be freed from 
the worſt of ſorrowes , that which is falſe and imaginary, 
for true ſorrow eates vp falſe, as eAarons rodde the Egypti- 
ans, and falſe is euer more hurtfull and violent then true, 
as bugbeares more affright.children then true men. Againe, 
godly ſorrow kils wordly griefe , as ſpirituall ioy mars car. 
nall mirth : let ſinne lie heauy, and outward crofles will bee 
light ; mourne that thou haſt diſpleaſed God and defaced. 
his jmage , and thou wilt haue little leaſure to mourne for 

worldly matters : againe.if Chriſt be all thy joy , and all thy 
comfort bee ſhut vp in the Lord , thou canft neuer bee letr. 
comfortleſſe, ſith Chriſt euer liues in thee,and for thee. But 
here is rhe ſpight, we miſtake the marke, we paſſe ſinne, and 
ſpend our ſorrow on the world , we leaue Chriſt , and be- 
itow our affe&ions elſewhere , hence wee are to ſeeke of 
comfort when we ſhould vſe it, and loſe our labour in ſor. . 
rowing amiſſe. Thus Dautd beſtirres him for Abſalom , and 
when al is done , he muſt ynwinde and vnwrap all againe, 
How bappy we, if we now learne to place our joy and ſor... 
| row 


row aright? Laſtly , if: worldly ſorrow ſhall-not beare vs 


downe, letvs be much in conference with God, and in the hap. 4, 


praQtiſe of holy duties, pray much,abound in thankſgiuing: 
this is Pauls preſcription to the Philippians, You may write 
probatum rf vpon the head of it; for there is no croſle ſo 
grear ynder the cope of heauen , but prayer and thankeſgi. 
uing will lighren it ; as there is none ſo caſte , but plodding 
and vnthankefulnefle will make it heauy. Let then our com- 
_ plainrs be made to God, and lcrthar time which is ſpent in 
aggrauating croſſes and vnkindneſles , bee ſpent in recoun- 
ting mercics and deliuerances, and then croſſes will bee as 
Call in our eſteeme, as they bee intruth: and had Daxid 
thought on this, to haue cried, O my fonne Salomor, in ſtead 
of eAb/alom, and feene Gods mercie in the one, as well as 
Gods iuſtice in the other, and in this heate of paſſion draw- 
en himſelfe into Gods preſence , and lifted vp one faithfull 
prayer, theſe ſtormes would haue vaniſhed (as a miſt before 
the Sunne ) & he would haue faued himſelfe a great deale of 
paines : but he cannor as yet pray, 'and therefore as yet here 
15no comfort, Oler our C—_ bring vs ſpeedily to God, 
and then comfort will come riding vpon the cloudes to- 
wards vs, Let vs preſently fall to prayer and thankeſgiuing, 
as once Job did, and betake our ſelues to the word and pro. 
miſe, or to ſome holy conterence,when our fittes doe come 
vpon vs, and we ſhall quickly break the courſeand ſtrengrh 
of them. Thus if we will learne to deny our ſeluos in world. 
ly things, vſing them ſo, that we uſe them nor; if we will 
thinke one croſſes before they come , and not leaue all till 
- afterward; if we will be 1uſt in getting,and vpright in viing 
the things of this life, that we doe not enuenom them with 
ſinne;if we wil beſtow our ſorrow on our fin,and make that 
our chiefeſt griefe and greateſt croſle; if (laſtly) we will bee 
much in prayer,thankeſgiuing, meditation of the word,&c, . 
our ſtrength will bee ſo much againſt croſſes ( at leaſt ) our 
comfort in them, that wee ſhall not need to feare any hurt 
from them , but may comfortably expe& benefit by them: 
ſure it is, if theſe meanes keepe vs not dry ſhod, they will 


3 Paul, 


keepe our bead aboue water , wee ſhall bee but waſhed with AR,z7. 
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. rity,ſo long as we giue all entertainement to godly ſorrow, 


24 Abſaloms Funeral!, 
Parl,not drowned, And this of that vic; you fhall finde mee 
briefe in all that followes. A ſecond vſe in this: - | 

Do Gods beſt children exceed ſometimes in ſorrow for 
outward things? then muſt wee nor be altogether diſcoura- 
ged,though we finde our worldly griete more then our ſpi- 
rituall ſorrow , for this is a thing that may befall the belt, 
they may be immoderate in the one, when they are too ſhort 
in the orher,: the beſt haue many teares to beſtow- vpon 
ſome outward thing, when they cannot without much tra. 
uell weep for their many ſfinnes; was not this ſomtime good 
Dawids caſe? Bur is not rhis(will ſome ſay) a vile thing that 
we ſhould more gricue for outward things, than for finne a® 
gainſt God? Ir 1s ſo,and doth it not ſhew,that wee are won- 
derfull carnall? It doth ſo : why then; what then? How can 
I bee Gods child? why ? how is Dauid? did you euer heare 
him more lowd for his ſinne then here. for eAbſalon? did hee 
not weepe at Zikiag far outward things,till he could weepe 
no more? and yet forall this I would not fay that Dauid 
loued outward things more then God, or that his ſinnes 
lay lighter then his croſles : for firſt , hee had more ſorrow 
for his ſinne,then he ſhould or would haue had for outward 
lofſes when hee was Danrd.' Secondly , a little godly for- 
row is more then a great deale of worldly ; more (1 fay) 
in ſubſtance, though not in bulke , as a little balme warer 
is worth a poole of mud , alittle gold comes to more then 
a great deale of brafle. Third!y , his carnall and worldly 
forrow was but a ſudden} ſtorme ; a land-flood , his-ſpiri- 
cuall a conſtant gueſt ; though it were compoſed and filent 
(as the deepeſt waters are moſt ſtill ) yet was .it. deepe and 
{oaking. Now what wee ſay of Dauid , the ſame ( if you 
change the name _) nwſt bee vnderſtood of euery good Chri- 
ſtian , who is not to be conſidered according to that hee is, 
when hee is drunken with paſtion , but according to thar 
hee is when hee 1sk his owne man and in. his wits : neither 
muſt wee looke what men doe, but what they meane and 
would doe : andtherefore ſo longas wee deſire to make our 
finne our greateſt ſorrow,and judge our ſelues for our ſecu- 


and 


Ab[aloms Funerall, 25: 
and ſtand to keepe out worldly, wee are #n Gods account 
more ſpirituall then carnall :'as with men, hee that keepes a 
conſtant houſe all the yeere; is ſaid ro keepe a better houſe - 
then hee that layes it on once in a twelue-moneth, - And this 
for that point ; Now it followes : 

O my ſome) From Danids mourning and behautour-in this 
particular, let vs note one thing more : you heare the man, 
you ſee his behauiour ; was Dauid wont to beare croſſes ſo ? 
nothing ſo : but you ſee how it fares with him now,he can. 
not helpe ir. Hence learne wee, that Gods children, who 
beare ſome croſſes with great wiſedome and moderation, 
are ſometimes foyled in otherſome, and faile in both. Who ' 
could behaue himſelfe better then Danuid , in. the matter of 
Shimei ? who worſe, in the caſe of Nabal ? how ſweet his 
carriage,in many paſſages betweene Saul and him ? how ad- 
mirable his behautjour, in one childs death ? how abſurd in 
anothers ? nay, how dinerſly affeted with the cauſe of one 
and the ſame Abſalom ? what gracious ſpeeches did he once 
vtter,when he fled from Abſalom ? what a bedrole haue wee 
here, at his death ? who could more forget himſelfe then 
| heere hee doth, thus to take on at ſucha time, in-ſuch a 
place, on ſuch an occaſion ? How farre was this from poli- 
cie ? how farre vnlike his carriage in other places? good-Da. 
id, the ſame that would make to Heauen at other times, ſo 
ſoone as the croſle had gen him ſummons ; the ſame thar 
was vſed to beare afflictions as patiently, as hee beares this 


(to fay no more) immoderately, And touching Job, could' Tob 1.41t.verſs, 


any-man lining behaue himſelfe better in ſome croſſes? In 
all this ( ſaith the Lord, ſumming vp his behaujour in the 
firſt confli) did not Jeb ſinne, nor thew the leaſt folly, in 
charging folly vpon God : in all which ? not inall thar firſt 
confiict, wherein he was ſo neercly:toucht; in his goods and- 
children ; bur his behautour it was moſt religious, hee-hum.. 
bled himſelfe,and worſhipped ; his ſpeeches very gracious: 
The. Lord hath done all, hee is righteous in all, and bleſ{-d : 


bee bis name. Thus Jeb at that time, on thar occaſion : but vee chap.1;.z, 
how afterward ? who hee ? hee challengeth God into the 26.21.& 2z.z. - 
Schooles,to diſpute it out;if he would not take thechalenge, 45-&c+-- 
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| it was becauſehe was not able to ſtand vnder his arguments. 


The like may be ſaid of /onah, a man of good behauijour : in 
the firſt Chapter, hee makes an honeſt confeſlion both of his 
Faith and of his fault, ſettles himſelfe todie, and lookes as if 
he would to Heauen anon ; but at another time, in a ſmaller 
croſlſe, hee is no more like himſelfe, then an Apple is like a 
Nut ; he chides handſmooth with God, and will ſtand to it 
that God knowes not when a mamſpeakes reaſon, if hee 
would tearme him vnreaſonable in his paſſion. But what 
might be the reaſon (to paſſe more inſtances) of this ſo wide 
a difference? what might be the cauſe that theſe ſo worthy 
champions are thus ſometimes foiled ? I will tell you: firſt, 
It pleaſerh God ſometimes ro ſet on a crofle, and tormake it 
ſticke by a man, either becauſe the ſame party would looke 
beſides former crofles, or kicke them off too lighrty, or elſe 
becauſe hee would let him ſee himſelfe, and know what he 
1s of himſelſe,or for ſome orher cauſe vnknawne to vs, bur 
alwayes 1uſt in it ſelfe, and well knowne ro God : Now, if 
kee purpoſe ſo to doe , either to withdraw his aſlittance, or 
to encreaſe the ſmarr, alas, who can ſtand vnder it. ? and 
thus wee ſee Gods beſt children more troubled now and 
then with a trifle (in compariſon) then with the greareſt 
torments at another time ; andas Chriſts looking backe on 
Peter,did more affect him and worke vpon him when hee 
pleaſed to worke with it , then many words did at another 
time; ſo many timesa word miſplaced,a countenance miſ- 
ſer doth more gaule vs,then twenty greater matters, (when 
God is pleaſed to pay vs ) becauſe euer that is the croſle 
which he will make the crofſe , that moſt pierceſt which 
he ſharpneth moſt, 

2 Sometimes wee haue not denied our ſelues in ſome 
particular luſt, and then if a crofle light there, it ſoone en- 
ters and cates deepe, becauſe wee our ſelues doe giue a ſting 
vato it ; an affection vnmortified is afloone wounded as 2 
ſcalded head is broken ; thus, if you had hit Danid any 
where elſe, hee had beene for you, hee could haue borne it; 

bur if you touch his eb/alom , you pare the quicke, you 
touch his life, Sometimes againe our croſſes doe not maſter 
Vs, 


wn 
4 #'{4 


vs.they dot but nettle vs,and then they ray ſe thoſe tempeſts 
which they cannot lay ; they doe but bait,they oe nor wor- 
rie onr cormuprions,and fotheymake vs chate, 'Thus (16 E-" 


libnes jndgerrent @t leaft ) re cauſe why 746 did fo-biitirre 1ob x5 pronte. 


- him ard lay abont him, was, becauſe God Fadnot dealt in 
extremitic with kim. Thus /o:ah, who'was tamed when he 
ſhould be drowned,was a littie too luſtie-fora Gourd, And 
ſurely (brethren).if our crofſes wete ſometimes more, I doe- 
not thinke: but our fits would'be fewer, our:outward cCarri.. 
age (at leaſt) better. Three ierkes (ſometimes) make the 
child yeeld, when one would make him dance and ſtampe, 
Laſtly, croſſes ſometimes ſteale'vpon-vs before wee kaue ar. 
med our ſelues, and then'it i5a world. to: ſee how wee goe 
downe the winde : Daxtid can ſay ſomewhat to this Alſo; fee 
was fitted for crofſes, when the child borne in adultery died; 
* his heart was: ſoftned : hee had reaſon to expect its death, 
ſith hee was told no leſſe; But here hee lookes for no ſuch 


matter: hee giues in charge,that rhe young man Ab/aler:(an 4.5ar.: 1, 


old rraitor,though his Boy) ſhould be looked vnto; hee will 
nor ſufter himſelfe ro thinke,that Abſalom mult die; hee will 
not Lee humbled. for his fondnefle paſt, becauſe hee did not 
meane to amend it : and therefore this lyes-vpon him more 
heauie then ſand ; hee cannot beare it, as hee-bore the other. 
And thus we muſt leane the point,as we found it ar firſt,and 
tell our indgements,that one crofle foiles vs, yea,layes vs on 
our back, when another(perhaps a ſtronger)cannot ftirre vs; 
becauſe the Lord ſets on:one more then another, becauſe we 
are leſle ſound in.one placethen another, becauſe we-are leſſe 
maſtered by one cxoſſe then another, becauſe we are leſle 
prepared for one then anorher. 


Now the point 'is prooued , let vs not ſuffer it to paſſe Vic r, 


without ſome vie, though wee be the briefer. Learne hence 
at leaſt -a donble poinr of wiſedome : the-firſt reſpe&s our 
brethren ; them wee muſt not-roo lighrly ceffure, for-their 
weakeneſſe and renderneſſe in ſome crofles, though light ; 
ſith thar cannot be light, which God will make heauie ; fith 
that may bee light ro 0ne,which is as a mountaine to ano- 
ther ; ſth thoſe our-brethren may mantully beare farre 

E ſorer 
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forer croſſes then our ſelues, though humbled in ſome patt!- 


cular; fith briefely, that which is heauie now, may anon be 
light rothem ; and that which now is as athing of noughr 
to vs, may anonbe ſomewhar, if God fhail ſet it on, Soft 
then (my brethren) let vs not be too eager vpon Daxid : it 
may.bee wee haue buried no e4b/z/:m as yer, (at leaſt dying 
in ſich a ſort) it:may bee wee. would haue buſted more then 
Danid did, Had Shim#s ſo greeted vs, or Szx! fo purſued 
vs; like enough Danid would haue.beene at patience be. 
fore vs, in twentie other croſſes; and ſo may our brethren 
r00, cuen thoſe wee maſt cenſure: And therefore haue ſome- 
patience and mercie toward the afflicted;account not euery 
ny proud ,and carnall,and froward;that is foiled,when. wee 
nd, po 
The ſecond Leflon our ſelues muſt take forth;and make it 
our owne.; and- it lookes two wayes, as if it were on both- 
fides the leafe, Firſt, if wee  haue in ſome meaſure quirted 
our ſelues well in ſome one or few afflitions,wee muſt not 
preſently triumph and grow ſ:cureas if the day were ours; 
wee may now giue them the fall, and by and by bee tripr 
downe our ſclues,if wee looke not tq our feet. Danzd is be. 
fore vs herein: he fought more battailes then twentie of vs, 
and that with great courage and good ſucceſfe:;z' yet is nor 
Daxid able to ſtand againſt this croſle : his e4bſalom, his 
»Abſalom could not bee forgotten. And what thoagh wee 
haue buried a Friend? It may be wee know not what. is to 
burie a Father, a Child, a Wife, a Husband, If «Ammon bee 
dead,wee cannot tel} what eAb/a/om. may worke, when his 
death ſhall bee vntimely.. Say pouertie be no great burden 
ro vs, it may bee paine and ficknefle will make vs roare: if 
theſe blow ouner, a ſlander ypon our. names may happily 
rrouble our patience ; if wee can bee patient when other 
mens faults are ſerved into vs, and layd in out:diſh.; yet it 
may bee wee ſhall not claw, it. off ſo well, if our Kinsfolke, 
Scruants, Parents, Children, Yoake-fellowes, ſhall breake 
forth,and vamuzzle the wicked againſt vs,  O then, let nor 
himbrag that puts on harnefſe,more then he thar purs it off: 
Ict no man be ſecure,but euer ſtand vpon his guard, ſtill _ 
ie 
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die'to' receiue, and to ward theſe blowes that fall ypon 
him like haile and ſhot ; and {© if hee doe, then on the other 
ſide, let him not caſt away his buckler becauſe hee was 
wrought a rap., but looke berter to his hand another time. 
What though Daxid bee now downe ? hee may riſe againe 
for all rhis,and prooue himſelfe old Daxid: ſtill : though he 
be a little eclipſed, yer may he ſhine foorth afreſh,and make 


 manyan holy prayer and Pſalme afrer this : and though hee 


now flie, yet may hee fight and triumph againe ere hee die, 
and ſo mayeſt rhou too, though for the-preſent deieGted. 
:That Peter that was onceafraid of a wenches face, will nor 
after fearethe rhreates of 'any aduerſarie: and hee who is 
ſometimes baſe ina trifle, may after play the man in gre- 
teſt rrials. Say not then, if I cannot beare the loſſe of a 
ehilde,, ofa friend, ofa little wealth, a little eaſe, a little 
fleepe, alas , whar ſhall become of mee if it ſhould come to 
. fire and faggot? How ſhall I part(part I muſt )with my dea. 
reſt pledges, and neereſt friends , and with all my goods? 
Yes man, heare me in one thing that T ſhall fay ; 94h may 
with more patience part with his life at one time,then with 
a root at andther : and that God that can make Jight croſ- 
ſes heauy , andiſhadowes of croſſes looke like mounraines, 
can ( if heecall thee to them, hee will ) make heauy crofles 
light, and mountaines ſhadowes, And thus briefly for that 
_point.- Beare mee company thorow one point more, and 
I will trouble you no further, and will be briefe in that. For 
whom doth Dauid thus mourne ? What is he whoſe death 
is thus lamented 2 Heare him , O my ſonne,my ſome, Which 
ſonne? O eAbſatom, eAbſalom. eAbſalow is then the man. 
And here a ſtrange matter is offered to rhoſe rhat know 
not the heart of a father. The ſonne praRiſeth againſt his 
fathers houſe, robs him of his children, abuſeth him in his 
wiues , feeketh to ſpoyle him both of life and living : and 
the father , what dorh he ? he weepes for him , he mournes 
ouer him , hee would die for him-;- thus doth Dad. In 
whom, ſee what a kinde and godly: fathers affe&tion is to 
his childe. No vadutifulneſſe , no praiſe on the childes 
part , no not death it ſelftecan diuide berweene him _ = 

| EB 2 childe, 


child. What: though Abſalom can forget Daniat yet Danid 
cannor forget him ; what though hee bee a very vngrartious 
impe ?;yer bee.is my child ; my child (faith Dania) I cannot 
but Jouve him :-and indeed he. ouerloues him, which 1-doe 
not commend, hur onely obſerue ro note the ſtrength of 
parents lone if it bcenarurall, a loue indeed as ſtrong as . 
death , as hot as fire , like that which Salomon ſpeakes of-in 
another caſe, which cannot bee pat out with water, nor 
bought out with filuer : and'can-t- bee otherwiſe when pa- 
rents bee religious, ſith God and nature both command 
graceand nature , both inforce lone, though not fondnefle? 
you thar be parents ſaue mee the proofe of this point , and 
doe bur heare why Lnote ir. | 
Firk,doe kinde and godly. parents ſo loue their children, 
that you may ſooner» finde t99 much carnall, thentoo lir- 
tle naturall affeQtion inthem ?. then ſhall they neuer make 
it good to. their owne or others ſoules , that thete is any 
goodnefle in. them who beare no affetionta their owne. 
children. Thoſe ,parents that haue no. naturall affection, 
can they bee ſpiritually affeFed? Dorh that ſpirit which 
makes ys louing toall., lodge in the vanarurall breſt > Can 
they loue Gods chuldren , that beare noloue ro their owne 
bowels ? Can they loue- their enemies , can they call God 
Father, thatare tyrants to their owne children, their owne 
fieſh? No.no : itargues groſſe finnes , and a fierce confci- 
ence, when men be ſo fierce and violent againſt (mankinde 
I might fay, I muſt ay) themſelues, Whar ? parents nor to 
heare their children when they cry , Father ?: not to finde 
cheir bowels mooued when they thinke on a child ? whar, 
nor of a religious child? Why then bluſh yee Dragons , and 
bee yee aſhamed ,, O Beares and Tigers, that your Lords 
ſhquld bee ( fo beaſtlike fay I? nay ) ſodiuelliſh : for what 
crearures but Diuels hate their ſeede ? Nay , could Dinels 
hage naturall ſeede , would rhey hate their owne trow yee? . 
But why ſpend wee words on them , who haue the curſe 
vnder ſeale,as Paul ſhewes? Rom. 1.5. Tha2 7 
Secondly, here is ſomewhat for children alſo; Ts the 
affetion. of godly ,parents ſuch , that they camnot chuſe 
| but 
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but loue their children ;- and ont of their lone,  grieue at 


their vnkindnefſe , weepe for rheir impietie , mourne for 
their ſorrowes , and take to heart their folly 2 why then 
the children of ſuch parents muſt take ro- heart their for.. 
mer ſtubbornneſſe, and for the time to come, forbeare 
thoſe practiſes that might bee matter of griefe to their pa. 
rents. How canſt thou refreſh thy ſelfe with that which is 
aſword in the heart of thy deareſt friends ?' how canſt thou 
thinke ro eſcape the hand of God , when thou wilt feed vp. 
onthe blood of thine owne parents , and make-them as 
. wearie of the light as Dau:4 now 1s? Is it not ſufficient, that 
already they haue cared, and ſighed , and groaned , and 
wept for thee ; but ſtill chon wilt kill their foules with 


griefe? What if thou canſt ſhake it off? Can a father ſhake - 


out his heart ? Dorh their loue nothing mooue thee? nor 
their care,-nor their paines , nor their {teares nothing ? O 
that e Abſalom had ſeene or heard his fathers complaints: 
he thoughr that now, becauſe hee loned not his father , his 
father could not loue him : but that.is thy errour ( curſed 
viper.) The father loues, when the child hates ; and then 
can Dauid ſay moſt feelingly , Handle the youg man eAbſa- 
lom well, when eAbſalom could ſay (it ſhame d1d not top his 
mouth ) Handle the old Carle Daz:d roughly, at my re- 
queſt : yea then can Dauid die for eAbſaleom,when eAbſalom 
hadas leefe die as ſee Daxid live. Had eAbſulomknowne 
this, would not he (thinke you ) hane relented ? would &or 
his rocky heart haue yeclded > What. could hee haue fayd, 
if Danrd had ſfayd but this vnto him , O Abſalom, O eAb/a- 

lom, did I call thee eAb/aloms for this ? Is this to bee a child? 

Doeſt thou alſd thinke my griefes roo few ? Was it note- 
nough to bee croſſed in-my familiars , in my father in law, 

in my owne brethren , in my wife , but ny owne children 

muſt adde vnto my griefe ? Muſt cAb/alem, that I loued fo 

well ? Is it not ſuficient that thou haſt robbed mee of my 
children, and brought mee almoſt ro the graue , bur now 
thou wilt hauve my crowne and my blood ? Did I ſpare thee 

for this? Was I a meanes of thy life, and wilt thon be of my 


death ? Would Idie to doe thee good , and wilt thou die 
| | E 3 vnleſle 
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vnleſſe thou maiſt hurt me? whar;thou my ſonne? Is not Da. 
nid thy Father ? «Haacah thy Mother?doſt not know vs,&c? 
canſt rhou forget vs?haſt thou beene a father thy ſelfe, & yet 
riſeſt vp againſt rhy father? what(I ſay)could eLb/alom haue 
ſaid to ſuch a ſalurarion? but he is not ſo happy to heare his 
father,and therefore he proceeds till vengeance will not ſuf. 
fer him to line , but hangs him vp againit the :Sunne. And 
let all diſobedient and rebellious children take warning by 


- this one thus banged vp in gibbets; and know z that it the 


kindneſle of their parents cannot breake their hearts, and 
worke them to remorſe., the hand of God will bee vpon 
them and purſue them , till the Rauens of the vallies haue 
pickt out their eyes, and the flames of hell haue ſeized ypon 
their ſoules, 

Laſt of all, here is a word , both of inſtruftion and con. 
ſolation for all ſorts ; both parents and chitdren , high and 
low : Is the loue of an earthly father ( if godly ) ſo great? 
doth he take ſo much to heart the vnkindnefles of his chil- 
dren? is hee ſo ſenlible of their: griefes ?- ſo wounded with 
their forrowes ? Whar theris the affe&ion of our heauen- 
ly father towards vs? how tenderly doth hee take diſobedi- 
ence at our hands? and therefore how: great ſhould onr 
mourning bee for our great and many contemprs ? how 


\ ought wee to poure foorth our ſelues in teares, and te la- 


ment with a great lamentation,like that of the Egyprians for 
lacob , that of the 1/ra:lites for Joſiah, and of a tather , for 
his firſt , his onely-ſonne ? how-deare ſhould the name of 

our God bee vnro vs ? how tenderly ſhould we take thoſe 

conremprs and indignities , that are caſt ypon him, who is 

ſo feeling of eaery ſorrow that befalls vs ? O Lord,rhat wwe 
had an heart to weepe ouer-Chriſt , and that the rebukes 
of God did fall on vs: O thar our owne ſinnes could cauſe 
ſuch teares, as other mens did wring from Daxid: O that 
the Word would ſmiteour kearts, and cauſe water ta guſh 
our of theſe rockes: O that we ſteodaffetted to God,as Me. 
phiboſterh to Danid: hee mourned, hee faſted, hee wept inthis 
diſtreſſe of Danid; we laugh, we feaſt, we doc nor,we cannot 
weepe , though wee our fſelues hauc riſen againit our ſoue- 
| raigne, 


raigne,and holpen to'dethrone him. Ah(brethren)ſhall De- 
uid mournefor others finnes in his Pſalmes; ſhall not we for 
our owne? Shall Dazid: good ſubieRts take to heart his af. 
flictions; ſhall not we, rebellion againſt our King? Shall Da. 


our God is ſmitten thorow, when our Father is rayled ypon? 
Nay, ſhall Paud thus cry out,, my ſonne, my ſonne, for a 
wretchthar would haue killed him;and ſhal not we mourns 
ouer Gods Sonne, whom wee haue ſhine?yes(brethren)wee 


muſt mourne,if wee will be comforted,and make Gods caſe 


ours,if he ſhall make ours his; which if wee doe;rhen behold 
what comfort is here offered: for what?is there ſuch affe&ti. 
on in anearthly Father ? what then may we expect at Gods 
hand, who is an heauenly Farher, whoſe loue as farre excee- 
deth ours, as the Heauens are aboue the Earth 2 Can Daud 
(Lead you no further) loue Ab/alom ?- ſuch a Child, becauſe 
2 Child? Can his heart yearne after him? Can he be pacified 
toward him at 7oabs requeſt, when hee hath ſlaine his ſonne ; 
and is it not poſſible that God ſhould bee friends with vs at 
Chriſts requeſt,rhough we haue ſlaine our ſelues,8& the Lord 
of Life? Can Dauid loue Abſalem, when hee hath defiled his 
Concubines, wher he ſeekes his Kingdome,his Life2 Can he 
then die for him,when Ab/alom would be his death ? Can he 
doe all this, though his ſonne doth not fubmir, doth not re. 
pent,doth not craue pardon, but is vp in armes againſt him; 


and wil not God(whoſe lone is infinite)for Chriſts ſake for-- 


giue his Children, when they come vnto him, confeſle their 
fault,be ſorry for it,and deſire amendment? Q my brethren, 
doe not we wrong God exceedingly,when we wil not yeeld 
kim as kinde as Dauid ? Say, thou haſt beene as bad as eucr 
Abſalom was;vnholy ;yncleane,vnnaturall: would not Danid 
be friends with Abſalom, if hee had confeſſed his fault, ; and 
ſhall wee doubt of God ?* O, but Dauid was fond, God is 
juſt : yea, but the queſtion is, whether Dauid hath more fond 
loue, then God hath trac love ? Say it were his fault, here is 
the point, Is there ſo much badneſſe in Dax, as there is 
goodneſſe in God ? Nay, I put it:vpon thy ſelfe, What can 
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2\Sam.10, 
ids ſeruants be readie to ſmite him rhorow, thar ſhall rayle - 
vpon him ; and ſhall not our hearts ariſe, when the Name of as Leuit. 34, 
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ſo now hewill be-honeſt ? Wherefore then'(for conclu 
this ſay; wharſocuner:thy finnes be neuer ſit downediſcou- 
ge rc in thy ſclte;bur-euer hope the beſt of God,fo- | 
longas thou vſeſt his meanes. Tho heareft that ke isa:mer. 
cifull-God :' Coe now as Benhedad did to' Abab; humble thy 
ſelfe: before: him, confeſle thy finnes, bewaile them, caſt off 
the allowance of them, and,endeuour new obedience, and 
thou hadſt as _ ſinnes vpon thee as there be fands 
or-rhe Sea ſhore, and thoſe as great as.Ad/alors,yer ſhouldeſt 
thou finde mercy, and bee pardoned ; thy ſinnes were finite, 
God onely infinite. Thus in a more generalil manner wee: 
hauerunne thorow the chiefe matters of this:Fext., Now it 
ſhallſaftceto-name only the particulars,or rather:-ſfome few 
of them; ſuch as are theſe following. In that all this ſtirre is 
for Abſalcm, Danids delight, we ſec that the mare: Gods chil. 
dren ſet. their hearts on any outward thing, the more they 
ſhall be croſſediin it, Let Dad pleaſe himſelfe zoo much in 


 Abſalom,and Damd ſhall ſmart for it;this his greatcſt ioy.ſhal 


prone his-greateſt croſſe, | 1 | 
Againe,if Gods people can be content,that-their children 
ſhould.crofſe God, Gad will: be content, that their children 
ſhall be-croſles to them. If Danid will be fo tidde, that bis 
child muſt not be chid nor ſhenr, God will be ſo good, as te 
give him his o—__ for it, | | | 
Againe, if Rulers will giue life when God calls for death, 
they ſhall helpe themſclues to ſorrow, and their friends (fo 
ſpared) ro ſhame : If Dauid will be ſo nice;alas prety duck, 
who can finde inhis heart to execute, yea;or:to:corredt ſuch 
a ſweet Baby, and ſo let him goce?-God will finde a time to 
pay Dazid, and to reach Abſalom for it, Againe, in Daxid 
weeſſe, that in the beſt when croſſes come, the fleſh 
will play its part,and lay about it a while, Dauid 
' . muſt runne himſelfe ont: of breath, be- 
G - *fore hee can ſtandonany © - - 
ground, &c..” * 


ou 
Wee. a. a TE... 
+40" IO PSs 3 £4 
- 4 "i ” 
Ms a = 65; 
Fa, #” bs © 
2K. 


- 7 ODS Wren © => LFIIEPS DEI 
OI Ing . 


4 Io one TIE later USL re run toy SHR. oo 


